Keywords: outpatient total ankle arthroplasty Introduction/Purpose: Total ankle arthroplasty (TAA) is commonly pursued for patients with painful arthritis. As the number of TAA increases, so too will the associated economic burden. In the current healthcare environment, savings are in the national spotlight. Studies of total joint arthroplasty (THA and TKA) have demonstrated that outpatient surgery decreases surgical costs.1,2 Additionally, outpatient THA and TKA have not been associated with increased complication or readmission rates.3-6 Outpatient TAA are becoming more common which may lead to decreased costs of care. Despite the potential savings, TAA remains an "inpatient-only procedure" for Medicare patients. Currently, there are no clinical studies examining the safety of outpatient TAA. In this study, we retrospectively reviewed 65 consecutive outpatient TAA to identify complication rates and patient risk factors.
